
By the time you read this we should have completed another successful 
Auction.  This is the second major event for the Association coming 
soon after our Annual Convention.  It provides a service to our mem-
bers (and others) as well as raising funds for the WSBKA. 

A successful Auction needs the support of over 30 volunteers and 
would not be possible without the willing and enthusiastic help from so 
many of you.  And if you came to Brinsbury to buy or sell your support 
is also appreciated and valued. 

So, to everyone who played a part—THANK YOU 
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An Important Notice from E.H. Thorne 
(Beehives) Ltd 

It has come to our attention that some of our Harmless plastic excluders 
purchased in the last six months may be faulty.  A percentage of them 
have slots which are very slightly smaller than the recommended size and 
bees may become stuck. 
Please check your hives which are fitted with these excluders and, if 
there is any problem, please contact us.  We will immediately replace. 

And from Cuprinol 

Cuprinol Clear has long been used as a safe wood preservative on hives.  
Due to EU legislation Cuprinol has had to change the active ingredients 
which are used in its wood preservers.  New formulations have not been 
tested for use on beehives and as a result Cuprinol cannot recommend 
any of its wood preservers on beehives. 

It has also been known for woodworm to attack beehives.  Do not use 
any wood preservers that contain insecticides (e.g. Cuprinol Woodworm 
Killer or Cuprinol 5 Star Complete Wood Treatment) as these are likely 
to be harmful to bees. www.cuprinol.co.uk/features/animals/beehives.jsp 



 

ok and that he would call that evening to collect the offending bees.  The day was hot.  Sticky hot.  So 
early in the evening when I answered the door to George’s knock I was down to T-shirt and shorts.  His 
sleeves were rolled high, though he still retained his flat cap firmly on his head.  That cap would hold 
many a queen bee I was later to discover and his wife would warn anyone entering their house not to 
open any stray matchboxes they should come across as they could well be the temporary home to a lost 
or injured bee. 
 
Anyway … “Ah, lad.  Give me a hand will you?” 
“Sure, George.”  I followed him across the field carrying the straw skep that he had dug from the inte-
rior of his car.  He himself carried a contraption that emitted a slight trail of smoke as we made our way 
to the hedge.  It was only as we got near to the destination that I realised that I was not that well dressed 
for getting in the flight-path of several thousand flying stingers.  To my anguished enquiry all I received 
was, “Don’t worry, lad, they’s be on ‘oliday”.  George’s words at the time didn’t really fill me with any 
sort of comfort at all and I confess that by the time we got to the central spot I was feeling terrified.   
 

“Ere, lad, hold this.”  He gave me the skep minus its woven 
top.  “Hold it there, lad and keep still.”  He then puffed a few 
streams of wafting smoke over the ball that was humming 
noisily to itself in the hedge while all around the constant 
buzz of airborne troopers threatened to persuade my flight 
instinct to take control.  Reaching into the depths of the hedge 
he pulled the branch holding the living ball clear of the side.  
He bent the branch over slowly until it was poised a couple of 
feet above the skep that I was holding in my trembling hands.  
THEN HE SHOOK THE BUGGER.  I could have died.  I 
was frozen.  The main ball of bees fell with a weighty thud 
into the skep while countless thousands took to the air in a 
ceremonial war dance … well to my mind that’s what it 
was.  They did not sound happy. 

To many who have spent a good part of their lives in this area the name George Wakeford will bring a 
smile and a knowing nod to the head.  George was a pure Sussex man born and bred.  He was a woods-
man and countryman in the true sense of the word and for a good part of his life the most respected of 
men when it came to the handling of bees. 
 
I first met George when I worked on a fruit farm in Wisborough Green.  Over fifty years ago now but 
the memories serve me well in the stories and tales that he told of life through the eyes of a man of the 
soil.  George used to supply us with bees for the fruit blossom and one particular year he had installed 
the dozen or so hives around the orchards.   
“Keep an eye on ’em, lad … and give us a call if they be up to mischief.”  He never explained what ‘up 
to mischief’ might be, and I was not canny enough to ask. 
 
A few days later as I walked to work one morning I became 
aware of a high-pitched hum from the hedge that bordered a 
paddock near the farmyard.  As I got closer I could see, deep in 
the hedge’s branches, a huge dark ‘football’ that was distinctly 
moving.  A massive swarm.  I ran for cover, I’m no fool. 
George’s calm voice when I called him assured me that all was 

George Wakeford - A Man of Sussex.  John Nash remembers 

””””Don’t worry, lad, they’s be 

on ‘oliday”     
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The George Wakeford Memorial Apiary,  
Wisborough Green 



All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 
Please watch the Chichester website for details of the venue. 

Wednesday 18th May - The Right Type of Queen by  
Pam Hunter - Central Sussex BKA 

Further details from Nigel Dedman 
njk.dedman@btinternet.com or website 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 

Wisborough Green Division 
All apiary meetings are at Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green. 

Wednesday 4th and 25th May - Apiary Meetings at 6:30pm 

Saturday 14th May - Beginners & Intermediates at 12:00.  Advanced at 2:30pm 

Further details from John Glover glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or website www.wgbka.org.uk 
Worthing Division 
All meetings are at Holt Farm at 2pm. 

Sunday 1st May - Controlling swarming 

Tuesday 10th May - Simple bee biology 

Wednesday 18th May - Bee friendly plants and how bees make honey  

Saturday 28th May - Designing and siting an apiary 

Further details from Phil Carter philange5180@btinternet.com  

or website www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

BBKA Hygienic Behaviour Training Workshops  
Saturday 21st and Monday 23rd May - The Laboratory of Apiculture & Social Insects, Uni-
versity of Sussex, Falmer, Brighton.  For details visit the BBKA website -  
www.britishbee.org.uk/news/education/hygienic-behaviour-training-workshop.shtml 

 
“They be alright, lad, they wont sting you.”  And he was right.  Not one sting.  The air full of black bod-
ies, many crawling over my bare arms and legs, and not one sting.  George placed the lid on the skep 
leaving just a small gap on one side and said he would be back once it got dark to collect it.  “Mum’s in 
there and they’ll all go to her once it quietens down.”  And so it was.  Even his bees followed their mas-
ter in gentleness and peace.   
 
A memory that will stay with me forever of a man who was so in tune with nature, a gentle man in every 
way who was the epitome of ‘A Man of Sussex’. 
 
Ed – Originally published in ‘Village Tweet’ April 2011  www.villagetweet.co.uk and reproduced by kind permission of John 
Nash, a retired (well, sort of retired) fruit farm manager from Kirdford. 
The Wisborough Green training apiary at Dounhurst Farm is named in memory of George Wakeford. 

Around the Divisions 

“Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s “Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the activities with readers of the activities with readers of the activities with readers of the 
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Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you would like to contribute to future newsletters please send 
articles and photographs to: 

Graham Elliott, Hon. Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month 
 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

MEMBERS' COUNTY NEWSLETTER 

We’re on the web: 
www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Tom Moore on ‘Having A Plan’ 
 
Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
 
We should all know why we are beekeepers, whether it’s for the sheer pleasure (most of us), to obtain 
honey (a lot of us), or some other reason.  Then, it seems sensible to have a clear idea of what we are 
hoping to achieve each year – which can most logically be done by ‘Having a Plan’.  Like all good for-
ward plans it will have to be reconsidered and adjusted as the season progresses, largely because the 
bees haven’t read it, and even if they had, it may well differ from what they want to do! 
 
So, before the season began Gordon and I sat down and made our plan for 2011.  I will share with you 
the main elements, and as the season progresses will update 
you on progress, successes and failures, as well as including 
occasional comments on other beekeeping topics of interest. 
 
A key element of ‘The Plan’ is to end the year with no more 
hives than we currently have – twenty.  Having tried to stick 
at eighteen last year, we may struggle, but time will tell.  Hav-
ing a few extra colonies before winter, to cover for any losses, 
seems like a good idea – but we have not had any losses, so 
what then?  Other than that, our focus for this year is to in-
crease our skills and understanding, and to keep the bees in 
the best possible health. To these ends we have set ourselves 
the following main objectives (and a few others too):- 
• Develop system(s) of queen rearing and our understand-

ing of these. 
• Raise surplus queens so that we can select for the best qualities and cull the worst. 
• Change at least one third of the combs in the brood chambers. 
• Monitor for Nosema using our microscope, and take appropriate action if it is found. 
 
Along the way we hope to harvest enough honey to satisfy the demand from our customers, and above 
all to enjoy our beekeeping.  There will be an update on progress so far in next month’s County News.  
Meanwhile, get those supers on, watch out for swarms, and think about what your aims are for the sea-
son. 

Newly made up queenless mating nuclei ready to 
receive the first queen cells. 


